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When the activity is completed, give the letter G to students.

African American English Vernacular Activity

African American English Vernacular is not actually a register, but instead is a nonstandard variety of English, or dialect.  It has its own grammar and vocabulary, but because it is a nonstandard form of English, it should be reserved for more informal social situations with friends rather than with teachers or in formal and professional situations. 
Part 1: What is African American English Vernacular?

Note: AAEV= African American English Vernacular

Use the following links to get the information needed to answer the questions.
http://privatewww.essex.ac.uk/~patrickp/AAVE.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/AAEV
1. What are other names for AAEV?  African American English, Black English, Black Vernacular, Black English Vernacular (BEV), Black Vernacular English (BVE), Ebonics, jive, or jive-talk.

2. Who commonly speaks this dialect? Many African Americans and non-African Americans in the United States.
3. AAEV has similarities with which other dialects and languages?  Creole English, West African languages and English dialects spoken in the American South.
N.B. Be flexible in the answers that you accept because there is a lot of debate concerning each of the above questions.  
Part 2: Song Lyrics 

Many contemporary, popular songs contain AAEV in the lyrics.  Use the links and complete the activities in order to better understand what the lyrics really mean.

1. Read through the lyrics for Diva, sung by Beyoncé.  

Diva

I'ma-a diva (hey), I'ma, I'ma-a diva (hey)
I'ma, I'ma-a diva (hey), I'ma, I'ma-a diva 
I'ma, I'ma-a diva (hey), I'ma, I'ma a diva
I'ma, I'ma a diva (hey), I'ma, I'ma a di...

Na-na-na, diva is a female version of a hustla, of a hustla, of a, of a hustla...
Na-na-na, diva is a female version of a hustla, of a hustla, of a, of a hustla...

Stop the track, lemme state facts:
I told you, gimme a minute and I'll be right back
Fifty million round the world and they say that I couldn't get it; 
I done got so sick and filthy with Benjis, I can't spend it
How you gon' be talkin shit? You act like I just got up in it;
Been the number one diva in this game for a minute!
I know you read the paper - the one that they call a queen,
Every radio round the world know me cause that's where I be (first!)

I'ma-a diva (hey), I'ma, I'ma-a diva (hey)
I'ma, I'ma-a diva (hey), I'ma, I'ma-a diva 
I'ma, I'ma-a diva (hey), I'ma, I'ma a diva
I'ma, I'ma a diva (hey), I'ma, I'ma a di...

Na-na-na, diva is a female version of a hustla, of a hustla, of a, of a hustla...
Na-na-na, diva is a female version of a hustla, of a hustla, of a, of a hustla...

When he pull up, wanna pop my hood up,
Bet he better have a six-pack in the cooler
Gettin money, divas gettin' money,
If you ain't gettin' money, then you ain't got nothin fo' me
Tell me somethin', (tell me somethin'): Where yo boss at? (Where yo' boss at?)
Where my ladies up in here that like to talk back? (that like to talk back)
I wanna see her (I wanna see her), I'd like to meet ya (I'd like to meet her)
What you say? (NOT TO ME!), she ain't no diva (she ain't no diva!)...

Na-na-na, diva is a female version of a hustla, of a hustla, of a, of a hustla...
Na-na-na, diva is a female version of a hustla, of a hustla, of a, of a hustla...

Since 15 in my stilettos, been struttin in this game,
"What's yo age?" That's the question they ask when I hit the stage
I'm a diva, best believe her, you see how she gettin paid?;
She ain't callin him to grade-up, don't need him, her bed's made

http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/beyonceknowles/diva.html
Click on the link to view the video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rNM5HW13_O8 
2. The words that are in bold in the lyrics are common words which are part of AAEV.    Use the link http://www.urbandictionary.com/ to search for what the words mean in Standard English.  Make sure to look through all the definitions and how they were chosen in order to pick the right one!

N.B. The website provided for this question is constantly being updated and reflects current usage of the words.  Users of this website vote on which definition they deem acceptable and therefore results could vary.  This part of the activity was created in order to introduce the above dictionary to students as it includes many words that are commonly used in non-standard forms of English and which can be frequently heard through popular culture.

3. Fill in the chart.
	African-American English Vernacular


	Standard English

	hustla
	someone skilled at turning a profit no matter what the enterprise.

	Benjis
	short for Benjamin Franklins, or USD$100 bills

	boss
	your boyfriend

	grade-up → look up “upgrade” instead
	To get rid of a friend/significant other, for a much better one.

	diva
	female version of a hustler


4. The words in red are examples of how AAEV conjugates verbs differently from Standard English.  If this song’s lyrics were in Standard English, how would these sentences be written?  If you are unsure, take a guess.
N.B. This section is to sensitise students to the fact that AAEV has its own grammar and that conjugations are not made at random.  

Use the following link to help you:
http://www.une.edu.au/langnet/definitions/aave.html#grammar-hce
	African-American English Vernacular


	Standard English

	When he pull up
	When he pulls up

	How you gon' be talkin
	Are you gonna be talking

	Been the number one diva
	I have been the number one diva

	If you ain't gettin' money
	If you aren’t getting money

	I'm a diva, best believe her,
	I’m a diva, you’d best believe me/her


5. The underlined words in the lyrics are examples of another feature of AAEV.  Are you able to guess in what way these words differ from Standard English?  
The endings of many words are dropped or shortened, especially “ing” to “in’”.

Complete the table to show the words are written in Standard English.

	African-American English Vernacular


	Standard English

	gon'
	going

	talkin
	talking

	gettin'
	getting

	nothin 
	nothing

	fo'
	for

	somethin'
	something

	yo
	your

	callin’
	calling


6. In AAEV, many words are combined to create one word.  The following are examples from the lyrics which combine two words to form one word.  What were the two original words?  

N.B. These combinations are also commonly found in other varieties of non-Standard English. 

	African-American English Vernacular


	Standard English

	I'ma
	I’m a

	lemme
	Let me

	gimme
	Give me

	Wanna
	Want to 


Part 2: 

Pick two paragraphs from the lyrics which contain many features from AAEV and rewrite them using Standard English.

Part 3: 

i:  Find another song that uses AAEV.
Note: Avoid songs with explicit material.  

http://www.azlyrics.com/
ii: What is the name of the song and who sings it?

iii: Indicate five words that are not part of Standard English and complete the chart below.

	African-American English Vernacular


	Standard English

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


iv: Find five examples of AAEV style of verb conjugations.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

v.: Find five examples of words that have shortened endings.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
vi. Find five examples of combined words.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

	
	Excellent
	Very Good
	Satisfactory
	Needs Improvement

	Part 1:

Research questions and answers
	Student found all the answers to the questions.  3/3
	Student found most of the answers to the questions. 2/3
	Student found some of the answers to the questions. 1/3
	Student did not find any of the answers to the questions. 0/3

	Part 2-3: 

Song Lyrics-

AAEV Definitions
	Student found all the definitions of the words. 4/4
	Student found most of the definitions of the words. 3/4
	Student found some of the definitions of the words. 2/4
	Student found few or none of the definitions of the words. 0-1/4

	Part 2-4: Song Lyrics – AAEV Grammar
	Student  attempted 5/5 times to change into Standard Eng.
	Student attempted 4/5 times to change into Standard Eng.
	Student attempted 3/5 times to change into Standard Eng.
	Student attempted 0-2/5 times to change into Standard Eng.

	Part 2-5: 

Song Lyrics - Contractions
	Student rewrote all contractions into non-contracted forms. 8/8 
	Student rewrote most contractions into non-contracted forms. 6-7/8
	Student rewrote some contractions into non-contracted forms. 4-5/8
	Student rewrote few to none of the contractions into non-contracted forms. 0-3/8

	Part 2-6: Song Lyrics  - Combined Words
	Student reformulated all combined words. 4/4
	Student reformulated most combined words. 3/4
	Student reformulated some combined words. 2/4
	Student reformulated none or one combined word.

0-1/4

	Part 3: Rewrite Song Lyrics
	Student rewrote two paragraphs using all mentioned features of Standard English. 4/4
	Student rewrote two paragraphs using most mentioned features of Standard English. 3/4  
	Student rewrote one to two paragraphs using some mentioned features of Standard English. 

2/4 
	Student rewrote one paragraph using some mentioned features of Standard English.  1/4

	Part 4-iii: Synthesis
	Student found 5/5 examples of AAEV and put them into Standard English.
	Student found 4/5 examples of AAEV and put them into Standard English.
	Student found 3/5 examples of AAEV and put them into Standard English.
	Student found 0-2/5 examples of AAEV and put them into Standard English.


Rubric

American English Vernacular Evaluation Rubric
Teacher’s Note: For the remaining sections iv-vi of Part 4, I would simply give the students one point for each example that they have found as the song may not contain a sufficient amount of examples.  Verify with the song that they have chosen in order to judge whether or not they could have obtained more examples and to decide if the score should be out of a total of 5, 4, 3 etc.

AAEV











