Process

1. Bring students to computer lab.

2. Introduce students to abbreviations.  Explain, give and ask for examples. 

3. Introduce text messaging.  Discuss how it is a form of short-hand language.  Discuss when they are appropriate to use and when they are not appropriate to use it.

4. Inform students that though it can be useful in some academic circumstances such as note-taking, it is in no way a formal way of communication.

5.  Individually get the students to enter the section on text messaging.  Instruct them to read the introduction, explanation and examples carefully.

6. Have the students complete the exercise in the section.  
7. When the activity is completed, give the letter L to students.
Exercise 1 

(Answer Key)

Instructions
Translate the following text messages into their extended form.  Refer to the words above if you need help!
1.  I gotta go, b/c I’m really l8t.  I’ll ttyl k?

I have got to go, because I am late.  I’ll talk to you later okay?

2.   I’m abt 2 leave w/o my brother b/c he’s taking 2 long!

I’m about to leave without my brother because he is taking too long!

3.   lol! That was a funny joke!

 (I am presently) laughing out loud!  That was a funny joke!

4.   Do u knw what we have 4 hmwrk 2nite?

Do you know what we have for homework tonight?

5.  R u going str8 to the movies? Or r u gonna go 4 dinner 1st?

 Are you going straight to the movies? Or are you going to go for dinner first?
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