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Task 4: Looking at the Art

Evaluation Criteria: 
reinvestment of the knowledge you have learned from various texts 
and how it relates to your own ideas
Introduction
In Egypt, in the 1920s, King Tut’s tomb was discovered.

We started with this… 
[look at seconds 21-31 of this video (the original footage of the discovery, in grainy black & white): http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQY7bvsjpgc&feature=related ]
And now we have this… 
[watch the overview (a brief guided tour of King Tut’s tomb by a National Geographic writer, using modern technology): http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/tut/mysteries/journey.html ]
Over the years, many experts have researched and examined King Tut and his tomb.  One of the most amazing parts of the discovery of the tomb is the art inside.
Your Task: You will take on the role of an art historian.  You will explore and learn more about the beautiful art found in King Tut’s tomb.  

First, let’s look at what King Tut was buried inside of…

[watch the intro: http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/tut/mysteries/wrappings.html ]

Part 1
After watching the intro, click on Coffins 1, 2, and 3 to learn more details about the coffins in which King Tut was buried.  
Note: You can click on the word “scroll” written under each coffin to make the coffin turn and move so you can see it from various angles.

Have you finished reading about the 3 coffins?  Great!  Now please answer the following 6 questions:

1. What were Coffins 1 and 2 made of? ____________________ 

2. What covered Coffins 1 and 2? _________________ 
3. What was Coffin 3 made of? _________________ 

4. On Coffin 1, which god is King Tut made to look like? ______________ 

5. What sort of god is the one named in Answer #4? _____________ 

6. Into which coffin are the colourful stones and glass inserted, making a gold and blue headdress?  ____________________ 
Please compare your answers with your group members.  Once you have agreed on the correct answers, please fill out your Task 4 handout, and together, use your imagination to answer the bonus question:
Let’s look again at the short video from the beginning of this task: http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/tut/mysteries/journey.html 

A writer for National Geographic is talking about King Tut’s journey after his death.  She says that the drawings on the walls of King Tut’s tomb show this journey.  What are the steps of this journey?  Please fill out the steps on the Task 4 Handout.

Step 1: ___________________________
Step 2: ___________________________________________
Step 3: ______________________________________________________________
Step 4: ___________________________________________
Bonus Fun: Each step of the journey is drawn on each wall of King Tut’s tomb.  Step 1 is on the East Wall, Step 2 is on the North Wall, Step 3 is on the West Wall, and Step 4 is on the South Wall.  Click on each wall listed on the right of the video to view each wall more closely, learning more about each wall.  
Bonus Questions:  After reading the last paragraph narrated while viewing the South Wall (the narrated text is printed below the video), please answer these 2 bonus questions (on the Task 4 Handout):

1. What did the drawings on the four walls represent to King Tut? ________________________________
2. Why did King Tut need to be greeted and helped by all the gods and goddesses?  _____________________________________________
Part 2
The afterlife (what happens to a person after he/she dies) was important to the ancient Egyptians.  To prepare King Tut for his afterlife, the tomb where he was buried was filled with items he might need.  In your group, please read paragraph 6 of page 2 of this article  http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/0506/feature1/text2.html , and together, make a list of things that were found in King Tut’s tomb (please write your list on your Task 4 Handout:
What was found in King Tut’s tomb:

· ___________________

· ___________________

· ___________________

· ___________________

· ___________________

· ___________________

1.  Which item is the most stunning and popular for most people today? _______________________________________ 
2.  Why do you think this item is the most stunning and popular item found in King Tut’s tomb?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.  Which item do you think would be the most useful?  Why? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Which modern item might King Tut like for his journey to the afterlife?  Why? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Part 3
Shabtis are artifacts that ancient Egyptians placed in burial tombs.  They thought that the small figurines would come to life after the death of the person buried in the tomb.  Once alive, the ancient Egyptians thought that [image: image2.jpg]



 shabtis could perform the dead person’s work for them.  In King Tut’s tomb, 413 shabtis were found:

· 365 shabtis: one for each day of the year
· 36 shabtis who acted as supervisors

· 12 shabtis: one director for each month

1.  Discuss in your group what these shabtis and the shabtis’ roles might be.  Please write your ideas down in the space provided at the bottom of the second page of your Task 4 Handout sheet.  For example, you could write your ideas about the ancient Egyptians’ beliefs about power and the afterlife.  Be creative!  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  What other roles do you think shabtis could play? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Congratulations!  Now, you are finished Task 4!
Please hand in your handout to your teacher and ask your teacher to stamp your passport!

Bonus Fun: If you have extra time, please consider doing a virtual tour of the King Tut exhibit at its current stop (the Art Gallery of Ontario in Toronto).  Click on this link: http://www.kingtut.ca/experience/  Have fun and enjoy the tour!!
More Bonus Fun:  To explore another Ancient Egyptian tomb and its artifacts, you can always play this interactive game: http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/Games/InteractiveAdventures/Tomb-unknown-mummy
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